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Dear Friends:

I taught Godly Play both during my initial days of serving a parish
and later in my ministry while serving a school. It is a wonderful
curriculum that invites children into the sacred stories of our
heritage. One of my favorite stories to share was the story of
Christmas night as part of the Advent lessons.

Advent is time or prepare and to "get ready." During each week of
Advent, the students were introduced to a different element or two
of the story (the idea of "taking a journey," the prophets, the Holy
Family, the shepherds, and the wise men).

One of my favorite parts of the story is when the brown cow gets
mentioned. (A crowd-pleaser regardless of age.) The cow's
presence in the story is used to capture the "surprise" element of
the birth of our Lord in a manger. As surprised as everyone else
was, just think of how surprised the cow was as she tried to get a
little breakfast that early morning and instead came face to face
with Jesus!

Sunday was the beginning of Advent and our journey towards the
Christmas mystery. It is a time for us to intentionally prepare for
the arrival of Jesus Christ. I believe that the season is allI believe that the season is all
about being open to surpr ises--specif ically, the surpr iseabout being open to surpr ises--specif ically, the surpr ise
of meeting Jesus in unexpected places.of meeting Jesus in unexpected places.

I propose as an Advent discipline that we attempt to doI propose as an Advent discipline that we attempt to do
everything we can to be open to seeing Jesus--especiallyeverything we can to be open to seeing Jesus--especially
in places where you might not expect such an encounter.in places where you might not expect such an encounter.

For example, what if you go into that next difficult conversation
with the intent and desire to see Jesus in the other participants?
What if you look for Jesus in the next challenge that unexpectedly
appears at your door? Perhaps in the next intervention with that
student so talented at "pushing buttons?" Dare I say it, what
happens if we intentionally look for Jesus at our faculty or board
meetings? Are there ways for all of these seemingly mundane
interactions to point toward what Jesus is calling all of us to do in
our lives?

I can't say for sure what, if anything, would be different. But, I
have to wonder, if maybe, just maybe, you might be in for a
pleasant surprise--just like the brown cow that early Christmas
morning.

Please know of my prayers for you and your community as we
enter the Christmas recess. I am hopeful that the season of
Advent will be a time for you to spiritually prepare for the feast!

https://www.higginbotham.net/
https://www.facebook.com/SAESchools


With blessings,
David+

SAES EVENTSSAES EVENTS

Marketing for Re-Enro l lmentMarketing for Re-Enro l lment
January 9 , 2020January 9 , 2020
12:00 pm (CST)12:00 pm (CST)

 
Re-enrollment is a critical time of the year in the life of a
school. Developing an intentional and focused
marketing calendar will ensure that your external and
internal marketing is both cost effective and helpful in
building enrollment! This webinar will focus on re-
enrollment marketing strategies and best practices.

Register For FreeRegister For Free

The Stra teg ic Plann ing Process: AThe Stra teg ic Plann ing Process: A
Roadmap for SuccessRoadmap for Success

January 23, 2020January 23, 2020
6:00 pm (CST)6:00 pm (CST)

 
Strategic Planning is necessary for a high performing
board to meet its governance role effectively. If it’s time
to craft a new strategic plan in your community, don’t
miss this webinar. We will discuss the best way to set
the stage for a dynamic process. We will also explore
the entire process from selecting the strategic planning
committee, to collecting data to inform the process, to
hosting a strategic planning event with stakeholders, to
crafting the final plan for board adoption. This webinar is
a “must see” for board members!

Register for Free

Newly AppointedNewly Appointed
Heads of School WebinarHeads of School Webinar

January 9, 2020January 9, 2020
4:00 pm (CST)4:00 pm (CST)

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oh373DK9Q1eyCy5jOvaG0Q
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9eeNze1QSy6DHFyBV-4A5g


This Webinar, sponsored by SAES and The Education Group and conducted by The
Education Group Executive Coaches who have “been there and done that,” will address
your questions and raise others, all in an effort to support and empower newly appointed
school heads to make the most of the months before you “officially” start to work next
summer. Please join us and fellow “new heads” by registering now for a free free hour-long
Webinar.

David DoughertyDavid Dougherty
Director, Executive CoachingDirector, Executive Coaching

The Education GroupThe Education Group

Susan LairSusan Lair
Consultant, Executive CoachConsultant, Executive Coach

The Education GroupThe Education Group

Bob KirkpatrickBob Kirkpatrick
Consultant, Executive CoachConsultant, Executive Coach

The Education GroupThe Education Group

If you’d like more information about the coaches, The Education Group, and the
Executive Coaching Program, visit www.educationgroup.com.

Register Now For FreeRegister Now For Free

SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!
EARLY LEARNING CONFERENCEEARLY LEARNING CONFERENCE

JUNE 25, 2020JUNE 25, 2020
ALL SAINTS' EPISCOPAL SCHOOL, FORT WORTH, TXALL SAINTS' EPISCOPAL SCHOOL, FORT WORTH, TX

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2021 SAES BIENNIAL CONFERENCE2021 SAES BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 21-22, 2021OCTOBER 21-22, 2021

THE WESTIN GALLERIA, HOUSTON, TXTHE WESTIN GALLERIA, HOUSTON, TX

Father David's BlogFather David's Blog

Do We Know What Game WeDo We Know What Game We
Are Playing?Are Playing?

This blog entry explores Sinek's latest book (The
Infinite Game). This was the subject of the
Leadership Deep Dive at our Biennial Conference.

Read More

https://www.educationgroup.com/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TIs3VXglRvO9SPSgz6rFtw
https://www.swaes.org/resources/blog.cfm


JANUARY 6, 2020JANUARY 6, 2020
8:30 am - 3:00 pm8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Trinity Episcopal SchoolTrinity Episcopal School
3901 Bee Cave Rd.3901 Bee Cave Rd.

Austin, TXAustin, TX

K-12 EDUCATORS: Envision Education 2020 is a special event featur ingK-12 EDUCATORS: Envision Education 2020 is a special event featur ing

some of the nation's top thinkers on K-12 education and learning. Tr initysome of the nation's top thinkers on K-12 education and learning. Tr inity

Episcopal School in Austin is proud to host this event as they continue toEpiscopal School in Austin is proud to host this event as they continue to

celebrate their  20th year and underscore their  commitment to professionalcelebrate their  20th year and underscore their  commitment to professional

development. Join your fellow educators Mon., Jan. 6 for a day ofdevelopment. Join your fellow educators Mon., Jan. 6 for a day of

inspirational and informative exper iences for educators!inspirational and informative exper iences for educators!

Registration Details

LEADERS FOR THE FUTURE 2020LEADERS FOR THE FUTURE 2020
February 5-7, 2020February 5-7, 2020

Hyatt Regency, DFW Airport, Fort Worth, TXHyatt Regency, DFW Airport, Fort Worth, TX

https://www.austintrinity.org/envision2020


See Details and Registration Information

SAES PODCASTSAES PODCAST

SUBSCRIBE ON APPLESUBSCRIBE ON APPLE
iTUNES OR GOOGLEiTUNES OR GOOGLE

PLAYPLAY

Click here to listen!

Dallas Job Fair 2020Dallas Job Fair 2020
February 22, 2020February 22, 2020

DoubleTree Dal las Near the Gal leriaDoubleTree Dal las Near the Gal leria

Great jobs for pr ivate school teachers in TexasGreat jobs for pr ivate school teachers in Texas
and around the South!and around the South!

Apply Now

ARTICLES OF INTERESTARTICLES OF INTEREST

Three Simple Tech Tools To Make Math ThinkingThree Simple Tech Tools To Make Math Thinking
VisibleVisible

“Some people argue that using technology in education feels
automated and less personal. I’ve found the exact opposite to be true.”

READ MORE BY KATRINA SCHWARTZ, KQED MIND/SHIFT

The Key to Raising Br illiant Kids? Play A GameThe Key to Raising Br illiant Kids? Play A Game

“Everything we learn starts with collaboration and relationships.”

READ MORE BY CORY TURNER & ANYA KAMENETZ, NPR

FEATURED CORPORATE SPONSORFEATURED CORPORATE SPONSOR

Thousands of companies and
individuals across Texas and South
Central U.S. trust Higginbotham’s

Single Source solution for insurance
and financial services.

http://bit.ly/SAESleaders
https://swaes.podbean.com
https://southernteachers.com/job-fairs-dallas2020
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/54504/three-simple-tech-tools-to-make-math-thinking-visible
https://www.npr.org/2019/10/10/769052767/the-key-to-raising-brilliant-kids-play-a-game


Follow us at:

Southwestern Association of Episcopal Schools

(@SAESchools) and LIKE our page!

Visit our website

   

http://www.swaes.org
https://www.facebook.com/SAESchools/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/SAESchools

